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Ray Edgar Herrington named after his father Edgar Elmer Herrington has lived his entire life in the Sand Hills of Rock County Nebraska.  He grew to manhood helping his Dad and Mom, Lela work and preserves the land.  He learned early on how to breed, and care for livestock.  As a young boy he helped the family milk the cows and plow the garden.  Growing up in the Sand Hills without many trees for firewood, meant that he and his brother Roy and sisters Dorothy and Donna picked up dried cow pies or twisted hay to burn in the fire at night to keep warm.   He rode a horse to a one room school house until he was in the 8th Grade.  He didn’t have the privilege to attend high school.   He stayed home to help run the ranch.  His Grandfather gave him 10 cows for this sacrifice and that is how Ray got his start in the cattle business.   He spent many hours, feeding, roping and doctoring cattle and became very handy with a lariat rope.    He loved the sport of rodeo and competition and also rode a few cows at local ranch rodeos.  He calf roped for several years and also Team Roped when it became popular.  He won the Old Timers Team Roping two years in a row in Burwell, NE.   At the age of 65 he still roped with his grandson Beau Jay and granddaughter Shareeen.   He won several family team roping with son Bill and son in law Eddie Davis.  Both of his favorite horses were named Duke… and his Boston terrier dog is named Duke today.

 

Ray, has been an active participant in the Hereford breed for many years.  He collected many honors for his keen eye for breeding cattle.   He was always one of the highest bidders at Hereford Bull Sales.  He and Mom were selected Commercial Hereford Breeder of the Year for the State of Nebraska in 1988.   Being raised by a competitive father taught us many lessons in life.   He taught us how to work hard, be honest and help others in need.

 

One of the most important lessons Dad taught us was not to be wasteful.  He told many times about the time when the drought of the 30’s left them without hay to feed the cattle and they had to pitch the hay off from the chicken house roof to feed the animals in one blizzard.   Dad never wanted to sell extra hay because of those hard times and always said that having a stack yard of hay was insurance for bad times.  

 

Ray and Wanda are semi retired today.  Ray’s ropes have all been hung up or passed down along with his roping saddle.   But he is still a great supporter of the sport of rodeo, basket ball, foot ball and sports in general.  He spends much of his time grading and building roads on the ranch and fixing fence.   He still helps the neighbors and friends work cattle although he usually gets to give vaccinations now.   He loves and enjoys his grandchildren and great grandchildren and lives his dreams through their participation in life’s journey.  He turned 80 years young this year and still loves to visit and travel to all the local events.  He hardly ever misses a cattle sale in Bassett or Atkinson. 

 
 
 
